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however, by granting me the recent interviews he has been pleased to
accept the principle of consultation, it enables me to advise rny
countrymen not to hamper the labours of the Commission by any
active propaganda, and not to render the position of the Govern-
ment difficult by reviving passive resistance, pending the result of
the Commission and the introduction of legislation during the forth-
coming session.
If I am right in ray interpretation of the Government's attitude
on the principle of consultation, it would be further possible for
us, without violating the spirit of the vow we have taken, to assist
Sir Benjamin Robertson, whom the Viceroy with gracious Fore-
thought has deputed to give evidence before the Commission.
A word is here necessary on the question of allegations as to
ill-treatment during the progress of the Indian strike in Natal. For
the reasons above stated the avenue of proving these through the
Commission is closed to us. I am personally unwilling to challenge
libel proceedings by publishing the authentic evidence in our poss-
ession* I would far rather refrain altogether from raking up old
sores. I beg to assure the Minister that as passive resisters we
endeavour to avoid as far as possible any resentment of personal
wrongs.1 But in order that our silence may not be mistaken, may
I ask the Minister to recognize our motive and reciprocate by not
leading evidence of a negative character before the Commission
on the allegations in question.
Suspension of passive resistance moreover carries with it a
prayer for the release of the bona-fide passive resistance prisoners
now undergoing imprisonment either in the ordinary gaols or the
mine compounds2 which have been declared as such.
Finally, it might not be out of place here to recapitulate the
points on which relief has been sought. They are as follows :
 (1)	Repeal of the £3 tax in such a manner as the Indians relieved
will virtually occupy the same status as the indentured Indians
discharged under the Natal Law 25 of 1891.
 (2)	The marriage question.
(These two are the points that, I have verbally submitted,
require fresh legislation*)
(S)   The Cape entry question.
(This requires only administrative relief, subject to the clear
safegurads explained to the Minister.)
(4)   The Orange Free State question.
 1	P!& Safyegrak* w &al* Ajnc*, Ch. XLVIII.
 2	Since all the passive resisters could not be accommodated in the gaols,
&c Government resorted to use of n^inc compounds for the purpose.

